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Mr President,
Dear Delegates,

I speak on behalf of CETIM. I am a farmer and general coordinator of the global peasant movement
La Via Campesina.

International trade, which should be a force for shared prosperity, has been far too many times the
source of aggravated inequalities and of food insecurity. Liberalisation politics have limited the
actions of governments to support small farmers and other food producers, to stabilize markets and
the access to adequate substenance. In the actual context of geopolitical fragmentation and climate
crisis, our societies are confronted by an urgent need to redefine trade objectives, which must
evolve from maximising trade value to garanteeing human development and food sovereignty. In
this regard, UNCTAD appears to be the legitimate and historic discussion board for advancing
towards a multilateral consensus based on sustainable development. Its mandate - the support of an
equitable growth and political space for developing countries — makes it the natural candidate to
realign global trade standards on human rights.

This call is not new. We are defending multilateralism and we are backed by decades of struggle,
especially on the visionary program of the New International Economic Order (NIEO), suggested
by the UNCTAD in the seventies in the decolonization processe. UNCTAD envisionned a world in
which trade was promoting development rather than domination. However, debt crisis in the years
1980 and 1990, compounded by structural adjustment policies and the imposing of neoliberal
reforms, forced it to abandon this vision in favor of market liberalization.

Since the 2022 WTO Ministerial Conference, La Via Campesina has been campaigning for a global
process towards the implementation of a new trade framework based on food sovereignty. As the
WTO is stuck and the multilateralism system is under attack by the USA, we are convinced that
UNCTAD could become the right discussion board, not only to discuss these questions but also to
revive multilateralism.

The fundamental objective of our approach is to rethink in depth international trade rules, especially
agricultural trade, by placing food sovereignty at the center of economic relations between States
and peoples. It springs from a simple but revolutionary idea — food is not like other goods, but a
fundamental human right and thus, trade policies should service people, the environment and
communities, not speculative interests or the accumulation of wealth by multinational corporations.



We envision a commercial framework based on solidarity and international cooperation, equal
sovereinty between States, social justice and the protection of ecosystems. We want to recognise the
right of each States and each peoples to determine their own agricultural policies and systems, to
regulate markets and to forebade destructive practices like dumping or financial speculation on
agricultural goods.

Here are the key elements we want to promote :

1. International trade rules should be based on human rights as recognized by the UN, in
particular the Rights of Indigenous People, the Rights of Peasants and the Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights ;

2. Each country should be able to define its own agricultural policies. Core UN institutions like
[FAO, CSA] and IFAD must promote each and every country to reach its own food
sovereignty. Food sovereignty has been defined by the Nyéléni Forum in 2007 recognized in
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights Of Peasants and Other People Working in
Rural Areas and adopted by the General Assembly in 2018 ;

3. Trade must prioritize regional over transcontinental supply chains, in order to prioritize local
production and stabilize markets ;

4. Small producers should have access to prices’ subsidies and income garantees. Protection of
workers, through equitable revenue and a public observatory on price are vital ;

5. Price dumpings, exports subsidies and speculation on agricultural goods must be banned ;

6. International trade should be liberated from the dominant currencies dependency, in order to
get out of inequitable trades, neoliberal debts and unilateral sanctions ;

7. Trade, especially international investments should not induce land, water and biodiversity
grabbing or of other common goods. Trade should promote collective control of land and
natural resources by local peoples.

It is time to change the inequitable rules of international trade in order to protect the Right to Food
for everyone. It is time to reach for food sovereignty. Let us do so, out of respect for those who feed
us and for the future of our planet. This is a central aspect of the Right to Self-determination,
closely linked to the right of every people not to be deprived of their own means of subsistence.
UNCTAD should play the leading role to help humanity out of the existential crisis it traverses
nowadays.

I thank you for your attention.

Geneva, the 23rd of October 2025



