
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction

I. Definition and Substance of the Right to Food
1. Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food
2. The Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

II. Pertinent International and Regional Texts
1. At the International Level
2. At the Regional Level

III. Governments’ Obligations and Practices
1. Governments’ Obligations
2. Governments’ Practices (Current Situation)

IV. The Right to Food in Practice and the Monitoring
Mechanisms

1. At the National Level
2. At the Regional Level
3. At the International Level

V. Annexes
1. Extracts of the General Comment n°12 on the Right to

Adequate Food
2. List of State parties to the International Covenant on

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
3. List of State parties to the San Salvador Protocol
4. List of State parties to the African Charter on Human Rights

and Peoples
5. List of States parties to the African Charter on the Rights and

Well-Being of the Child
6. List of State parties to the European Social Charter
7. Recognition of the Right to Food in National Constitutions
8. Main Reference Websites and Addresses of Authorities to be

consulted

THE RIGHT 
TO FOOD 

A fundamental human
right affirmed by 
the United Nations 
and recognized 
in regional treaties and
numerous national
constitutions

Part of a series of the
Human Rights
Programme of the
Europe - Third World
Centre (CETIM)

 



Acknowledgement
This brochure received support from the state (canton) of Geneva
and from the Loterie Romande. It is part of the CETIM’s Human
Rights Program, itself supported by (as of August 2005) the
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (DDC), the city
of Geneva and the city of Lancy.

Copyright
The brochure is available in French, English and Spanish.
Its  reproduction  and/or  translation  into  other  languages  is
authorized  and  encouraged,  provided  the  original  edition  is
mentioned and the CETIM is informed.

The Right to Food
© Europe-Third World Centre (CETIM)
ISBN: 2-88053-038-5

Geneva, September 2005

CETIM
Rue Amat 6, CH - 1202 Geneva, Switzerland
Tel. +41 (0)22 731 59 63
Fax +41 (0)22 731 91 52
Email: cetim@bluewin.ch
Website: www.cetim.ch

Impression: Imprimerie du Lion, Genève

Coming Brochures in the Series
• Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and

Cultural Rights (2005)
• Transnational Corporations and Human Rights (2005)
• The Right to Health (2006)
• The Right to Development (2006)
• The External Debt of the Southern Countries and its Effect on the

Enjoyment of Human Rights (2006)
• The Right to Adequate Housing (2007)
• Displaced Persons (2007)
• The Effect of the War on Terror on the Enjoyment of Human Rights (2007)

The Human Rights Program of the CETIM is dedicated to the defence
and promotion of all human rights, a commitment based on the principle
that human rights are totally inseparable and indivisible. Within that
commitment, however, the CETIM has a particular focus on economic,
social and cultural rights and the right to development, still much
neglected in our times when not denied outright. Its objective includes
combating the impunity accompanying the numerous violations of these
rights and helping the communities, social groups and movements
victimized by these violations to be heard and to obtain redress.

Through this series of informational brochures, the CETIM hopes to
provide a better knowledge of the documents (conventions, treaties,
declarations etc.) and existing official instruments to all those engaged
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